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August 13, 2020 

Roller Families: 

 

A few weeks ago, you were presented with the different options regarding the return to school. You 

were presented with the option of a face-to-face model four days a week, a remote learning model 

supported by SHSD teachers, and a full cyber model through our partnership with the Capital Area 

Intermediate Unit (CAOLA). Furthermore, many of you completed a detailed survey where you were 

able to make your intentions known for the upcoming school year. After reviewing the data from the 

parent survey and taking other factors into consideration, we have made the hard decision to begin the 

2020-2021 school year with 100% of students participating in Remote Learning from home. At this 

time, only select students with IEPs will be starting the year Face-to-Face. We have made this decision 

based on the following information: 

 

● On August 10, 2020, the Pennsylvania Department of Education released the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health’s Covid-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard. This system 

allows us to monitor the COVID-19 positivity rate as a 7-day average for all counties in 

Pennsylvania. Dauphin County’s data shows that the positivity rate is close to the threshold that 

calls for hybrid or remote learning in our county and that COVID-19 is still a very real threat to the 

communities of Steelton and Highspire.  

● The survey and phone calls indicate that only 30% of parents planned to send their students back to 

school Face-to-Face 

● The survey and phone calls indicate that 70% of parents plan to keep their students home for 

Remote Learning or CAOLA to start the year. With the majority of our students at home, we 

believe it is in the best interest of our students for our staff to focus their attention on Remote 

Learning. 

● Troubling information from schools that have opened in other states (For example, high numbers of 

staff and students in Georgia who have needed to be quarantined or tested within the first week of 

face-to-face opening). 

● Ever-evolving guidance from the federal and state government on best practices for reopening 

school safely. 

● Concerns around the ability to effectively contact trace 

● The disproportionate effect of COVID-19 on communities with demographics similar to SHSD 

● Over  a two week period in July, 97,000 children nationally tested positive for COVID-19 



 

While we know, as educators, that our students will benefit the most from Face–to-Face instruction, we 

also acknowledge that our top priority is the safety of our students, staff, and communities. Migrating 

to a full Remote Learning model will allow us to monitor and interpret COVID-19 data using the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health’s Early Warning Dashboard and use a phased approach in 

returning to Face-to-Face instruction.  

 

If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact the Main Office of the Elementary or 

Jr./Sr. High School during business hours.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Travis M. Waters Ed.D. 

 

 

Next Steps:  

● Please review the attached presentation for more detailed information. 

● Plan to pick up your students’ Chromebook or device at the school (times sent in Robo-

email, call, and text on August 13th). 

● The first day of school for the 2020-2021 school year will remain August 31st, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


